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Marta Marcé is a Catalonian born, Berlin-based artist whose work is inspired by both the 
appearance and the process of games. The shapes, colours and sections of the artist’s 
multicoloured canvases are often arranged and placed much like pieces on a gameboard or 
puzzle. Marcé (b. 1972 Vilafranca del Penedes, Spain) says: 
 
‘My use of games is like a metaphor for the structure and development of life itself, an activity 
with an uncertain outcome. The act of painting functions in a similar way - there are the 
boundaries of the canvas, the limitations of paint, the conceptual constraints of actually making a 
painting, and finally the environment in which they are shown’  
 
This series of new works was inspired by the artist’s recent journey to Guatemala, where she 
learned about Mayan cosmology (the origin of the cosmos) and its symbols, as well as readings 
of the philosopher and mystic, Ibn 'Arabi. 
 
The Mayan philosophy was believed to have been animatistic, meaning that objects we consider 
to be inanimate, to the Mayan people, had spirit. Ibn 'Arabi was a 13th century Andalusian Sufi 
mystic, poet and philosopher who is regarded as one of the world's great spiritual teachers. His 
writings had an immense impact throughout the Islamic world and beyond. The universal ideas 
underlying his philosophical thinking are as relevant today as they were when he first wrote them 
down 800 years ago. 
 
The artist seeks to express a desire, a necessity even, to acknowledge living energy in her work. 
Marcé's paintings are visual representations of the dialogue between the most basic energy of 
life and its interconnection to all things. It is a dialogue that the artist believes enhances 
existence and she seeks to illustrate this through creating works that are shaped by visual 
rhythms of colour and geometric patterns that are also aesthetically beautiful. The intertwining of 
symbols within the works represent a type of consciousness - whether it be the artist's, ours or 
indeed those from so long ago that have echoed across the centuries and inspired this series of 
new works. 
 
 
SELECTED EXHIBITIONS: 
 
2011  The Government Art Collection: ‘Travelling Light’, selected by Simon Schama: 
Whitechapel Gallery, London.  
2008  ‘Games & Theory’: South London Gallery, London. 
2008  John Moores Painting Prize: Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool. 
2008  ‘Diadem Paintings’: Riflemaker 2, Soho Square, London. 
2007  ‘Is This Abstraction’: Camden Arts Centre, London. (Residency) 
2007  ‘Slipping Abstraction’: Mead Gallery, Warwick, England. 
2007  'New British Painting: Part I': John Hansard Gallery, Southampton, England. 
2003  ‘The Bold & the Beautiful’: New Art from London: Carnegie Gallery, Hobart, Australia. 
2001  Jerwood Painting Prize, London. 
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Marta Marcé 

Now and Ever #36 (2015) 
acrylic on canvas, 250 x 140 cm 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘She treats the process of painting as a series of Moves’ 
Barry Schwabsky, Art Forum 

 

 



	  
 

 

	  	  
Marta Marcé 

Now and Ever #33 (2015) 

acrylic on double canvas, 41 x 67 cm (diptych) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



	  
 

 
 

Marta Marcé 

Now and Ever #32 (2015) 

acrylic on canvas, 50 x 40 cm 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
The paintings are bright, poetic objects abundant with an intuitive playfulness. In Marcé’s world, 

the result is a sort of joie de vivre’ 
Sherman Sam, Camden Arts Centre 

 
 



	  
 

 
 

 

Marta Marcé 

Now and Ever #29 (2014) 

acrylic on linen, 70 x 105 cm 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



	  
 

 
 

Marta Marcé 

Now and Ever #45 (2015) 

acrylic on canvas, 140 x 225 cm 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

‘She turns the principles of modern painting on their heads’ 
Rebecca Geldard, Time Out 

 
 



	  
 

 
 

 

Marta Marcé 

Now and Ever #57  (2015) 

acrylic and oil on canvas, 75 x 70 cm 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



	  
 

 
 

Marta Marcé 

Now and Ever #41 (2015) 

acrylic on canvas, 50 x 40 cm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Marta Marcé paintings don’t namecheck anyone, or picture anything, or evoke a mood…a 
painting resembles a Scalextric set…I kept coming back to it, and it looked better every time’ 

Jonathan Jones, The Guardian 
 



	  
 

 
 
 

Marta Marcé 

Now and Ever #38 (2015) 

acrylic on canvas, 40 x 40 cm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
 

 
 

 

Marta Marcé 

Now and Ever #39 (2015) 

acrylic on canvas, 40 x 40 cm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Marta Marcé’s work is a highpoint in the show of work by artists shortlisted for the  
Jerwood Painting Prize’ 

Charles Darwent, The Independent on Sunday 
 



	  
 
 

	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	   	  
	  
	  
	  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Marta Marcé 

Now and Ever #35 (2015) 

acrylic on canvas, 67 x 60 cm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Marta Marcé 

Flowing in Brown (2009) 

acrylic on double canvas, 135 x 390 cm (diptych) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Marta Marcé 

Flowing in Black (2009) 

acrylic on double canvas, 170 x 400 cm (diptych) 

 
 
 



	  
 
 

 
 

Marta Marcé 

Flowing in Fluo (2010) 

acrylic on canvas, 195 x 128 cm 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
 
 

 
 

Marta Marcé 

Flowing in Yellow (2010) 

acrylic on canvas, 195 x 128 cm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
 
‘I am interested in the idea of play as a metaphor for how society operates. We live in an era 
where daily life is becoming ever more structured, planned and controlled. It feels as if there 
exists a complex group of games with rules and laws to follow while at the same time there are 
rule-breakers and alternatives to the system. 
I am exploring how games can function in a similar, parallel way and the relationship of that idea 
to my work. As well as in painting, games have space and time limitations, decision-making and 
chance are also involved. I investigate how these diverse elements can inform my creative 
production of art. 
Rules can provide a basis for painting, issuing instructions and outlining strategies. At the same 
time decision-making, chance and judgment allow the breaking of the system, hopefully enjoying 
fresh and direct creative actions, opening up new possibilities for the outcome. 
The use of basic geometric shapes reinforces a universal understanding; while at the same time 
these are not rigid painted shapes. I also use non-geometric shapes, suggesting more the 
human activity in the artwork. Colour and its different qualities are an important aspect of my 
practice. I treat colour as an evolving experimentation within our cultural and visual context’  
 
- Marta Marcé 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  
 
 
ARTFORUM Review 
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Marta Marcé during her Camden Art Centre residency 
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Simon Schama in front of Marta Marcé's painting at the Government Art Collection, London 2011 
 

 


