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Press Release

ARTISTS ANONYMOUS:  ‘THE HAPPY SHOW’

Exhibition: Tuesday 27 September: ends Saturday 5 November 

Riflemaker: 79 Beak Street, London W1F 9SU: 10-6 Mon-Fri: 12-6 Sat

7-439-0000 m: 07792-706-494   www.riflemaker.org

             Artists Anonymous is an artists collective (formed Berlin 2000)

      whose work addresses the existing physical and philosophical issues 

     surrounding the image formats we know as 'painting' and 'photography'.       

Employing a negative colour-reversal look, the collective brings painting and photography into direct contact with one another. 

These 'photograph-paintings' (the canvases derived from film and photographic sources) and 'painted photographs' (photographs which 'look like paintings')  take us on a journey of endless inversion and reproduction. A deliberation and questioning of positive and negative, dismissing the common double act of an original painted canvas and subsequent photograph. The overall impression being a fusion of information which seems opposed to today's commodified contemporary art meltdown.  

Each work is a diptych - painting and photograph hanging together side by side. Each group member participates in every area of its creation

- film, performance art, art installation, drawing, painting and printing. Each double-work comprises one painting (the 'image') and one photograph 

(the 'after-image'). The process expanding our sense of what exactly the two opposing formats might physically be and how we, the viewer, 

might receive and judge them.

Some are large group compositions, others small head studies. There are suggestions of both the altar-piece and the public art frieze. Traces of tekno-art and communal art, Flemish and German 'golden-age' painting, Vermeer and Rembrandt. Subject matter appears simultaneously intimate and everyday, with either a family of figures (the artists themselves) or family member, engaged in apparently private and sometimes unflattering, ambiguous activities. Fictional narratives involve clowns and zomboid figures in pantomimic, vaguely pornographic encounters. There is figure-painting and face-painting, stage-sets enhanced by smoke, curtains, balloons and children's toys; the debris of some post-atomic birthday party. 

Seduced by these photo-realistic applications, the viewer enters first the private then the public world of the Artist/Artists. An ongoing theme is the now formulaic provocation and transgression employed by so many practitioners as a seemingly ever-present pose necessary for creating today's young art, 

bound up with an apparent disillusionment with modern art's self-congratulatory participation in its own élite - though now massive - community. 

Eschewing public and personal fame, the anonymous artists continue along their distinctive path. The overall appearance of each diptych is steeped in image-making from art history; recognizable  'historical' and self-consciously heroic, religious or sacred images. The human figure and the human being, the painting and the photograph in both very physical and psychological action, the result of images and beings creating and then endlessly reproducing themselves. 

                                                    CURRENT EXHIBITIONS

             Berliner Kunsthalle: Forum Factory: BERLIN: July-August 2011

Fondazione Querini Stampalia, VENICE: 1 October - 27 November 2011

RECENT EXHIBITIONS

BERLIN: Hamburger Bahnhof & LIVERPOOL Biennale

“The exhibition is called The Happy Show, but that doesn’t mean that the people who made the work are happy, and it doesn’t mean that the people who appear in the work are happy. We’re anonymous not because we want to be anonymous as artists or people but because we want the work we create to be

 anonymous and free from assumptions that viewers might make from meeting anyone of us individually”             ARTISTS ANONYMOUS

Artists Anonymous are featured in many museum and private collections worldwide. 

Press information: Tot Taylor: 07792 706 494 – tot@riflemaker.org 

Visitor opening hours: Monday - Friday 10am – 6pm, Saturday 11am – 6pm

Riflemaker 79 Beak Street, London W1 Telephone: 020 7439 0000 Website: riflemaker.org
Notes to Editors:

Riflemaker was opened in 2004 by collectors Virginia Damtsa and Tot Taylor. Riflemaker is housed in one of London's oldest public buildings, a Georgian riflemaker's workshop dating from 1712. The gallery exhibits the work of the very best young and emerging artists in this unique architectural space.
